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ActionAid has been operating in Uganda since 1982. We 
now work with over 200 partners to improve education, 
agriculture AND women’s rights.

The challenge facing many 
Ugandans is lack of access to 
clean and safe water and sanitation 
facilities as well as lack of basic 
community structures in rural 
settings.  This issue is exacerbated 
by the fact that agriculture employs 
over 80 % of the work force and 
many families live in remote  
rural settings. 

This situation is clearly seen in 
Kitemba, western Uganda, as people 
were evicted from their homes 
to make way for a foreign coffee 
company. The community found itself 
without basic community amenities 
or access to safe water sources. 

The story of Kitemba: 

In August 2001, authorities notified 
Kitemba residents that they were to 
be evicted from their land in order 
to let a foreign coffee company to 
cultivate it. Despite protests led by 

community leaders soldiers evicted 
over 400 families and destroyed  
their village. 

Villagers set up a camp on nearby 
land. With no water, no farm land, 
no healthcare and no means to 
make a living, the settlement remains 
basic. The school has one small 
tank, which even during the rainy 
season cannot hold enough water to 
adequately supply the school. 

Since 2001 the villagers, with the 
help of ActionAid, have been fighting 
their case in the courts. Until it is 
resolved, Kitemba villagers need 
clean water and basic community 
structures. 

Kitemba primary school has no safe 
water during the dry season and the 
nearest source – dirty ponds – is a 
health risk. Children miss an hour 
of lessons a day collecting water 
from the ponds, which are shared 

with animals. This primary school is 
also inadequate in providing a safe 
environment for pupils, as there is no 
permanent structure and lessons are 
taught outdoors under trees. 

Accessing clean water:   
Uganda

Project aims:

•	 Help 2,100 people gain access to 
safe, clean drinking water.

•	 Increase girls’ access to education 
by improving sanitation facilities.

•	 Reduce the lesson time children 
lose collecting water.

•	 Improve play areas and provide 
games and sports equipment  
for pupils.

•	 Provide two vital boreholes – one 
at the site of Kitemba primary 
school and the other at the main 
settlement in Kitemba. 

•	 Provide an extra three classroom 
blocks at the school for safer 
learning environments. 

REAL LIFE STORY 
Clean water for Mary

   

 
40% of Ugandan
people have no 
clean water and 
around 60% 
have no decent 
sanitation. 

“ “Mary lives with her grandmother and brother in Kitemba. Her mother died 
when she was six and her father a year later. Collectiing water takes up a 
large part of her day – not only for use at home but for school too. 

“In the dry season we use (spring) water for porridge and drinking… We fear 
drinking the water, but in the dry season we have to drink it and it does not 
taste good. We collect water in groups of five or six because we do not have 
many jerry cans. We miss school when we collect water, I get tired walking 
back with the water, as it is very heavy and the cans hurt my fingers.”  



actionaid.org.au         9

A primary school in Madudu sub-county of 
Mubende, Uganda  
Photo: Georgie Scott/ActionAid
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ActionAid began operating in Cambodia in 1999 and launched 
a full country programme in 2004. ActionAid in Cambodia 
focuses on food security, education, land rights, women 
and health, rural and urban poverty, HIV & AIDS and 
advocacy training.

An important part of our work is 
helping poor people to discover their 
rights and entitlements after years 
of oppression and poverty. We work 
with local NGOs to help strengthen 
rural grassroots organisations.

ActionAid has recognised an 
alarming and growing issue facing 
many Cambodians today – HIV 
& AIDS.  Almost half of new HIV 
infections in Cambodia are among 
women who are vulnerable to the 
virus as they unknowingly contract it 
from their husbands. 

Remote communities have no 
access to HIV and AIDS information, 
increasing their risk of infection. If 
people become infected, treatment 
(though free) is hard to get. Food 
shortages and poor nutrition speed 
the progression from HIV to AIDS, 
leaving people too ill to work or feed 
their families.

There are around 60,000 AIDS 
orphans in Cambodia. With no-one 
to care for them, many end up on 
the streets, at risk of abuse and with 
no chance of an education. 

ActionAid works with Cambodia’s 
most vulnerable women and children 
on advice, information, healthcare, 
educational and livelihood support 
they vitally need.

Project aims:

•	 Provide home based care for 350 
women and 500 children living 
with HIV & AIDS. 

•	 A team of health professionals 
will provide basic medical care 
and check ups, counselling and 
support, training for care-givers 
and referrals to health centres 
when necessary.

•	 Give orphaned children access 
to informal schools that will help 
them get the education they miss 
out on from government-run 
schools.

•	 Train women to treat minor 
illnesses using locally grown 
herbal remedies.

•	 Run education sessions to ensure 
communities understand HIV 
& AIDS and how to prevent it, 
reducing the rate of infection  
and stigma.

•	 Support women with training so 
they can provide for themselves 
and their families. This will include 
agricultural training and training 
in handicrafts and sewing, so 
women can learn new skills and 
sell their products at market. 

HIV and AIDS care 
for women and  
orphans: Cambodia

Khat, a 4 year-old at a non-formal 
school in Battambang province. 
Photo: Nicolas Axelrod/ActionAid
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Each year conflict and natural disaster affects over 300 million people. 
Those most vulnerable and least powerful suffer the most. ActionAid works 
in emergency situations providing immediate relief and setting up long 
term projects that help communities rebuild their lives and reduce their 
vulnerability to future disasters and conflict.

 
Equally vital is the 
need to engage 
with the wider 
reconstruction 
process and support
Haitians to actively
participate in this.

“

“

Haiti earthquake

ActionAid has been working in Haiti 
since 1997, focusing on education, 
food rights and poverty-reduction 
projects. Working through partner 
organisations who have long-
standing relationships with the 
affected communities, ActionAid’s 
emergency relief program initially 
concentrated on providing food 
packages and essential items such 
as cooking utensils, soap and 
sanitary towels.

Australians donated over $600,000 
to ActionAid’s Haiti appeal. The 12 
January, 2010 earthquake measured 
7.3 on the Richter scale and was 
the most powerful to have struck the 
country for 200 years. An estimated 
230,000 people were killed, with a 
further 310,000 left wounded, and 
many thousands with permanent 
disabilities.  

Responding to  
emergencies

The UN called the disaster “the worst 
ever confronted” due to the high 
population density, urban location 
and chronic underlying poverty.

Recovery in Haiti

By April 2010, three months after 
the disaster, ActionAid had reached 
over 20,000 people with vital 
assistance. ActionAid’s experience in 
emergencies shows that distributing 
goods, whilst important, cannot and 
should not be the only response. 
Recognising the existing capacities 
of local communities to cope with 
and recover from the disaster, and 
building and supporting these, is 
central to our approach. 

Our 3 year response and 
rehabilitation plan aims to reach 
the most vulnerable—including 
women, children, the elderly, people 

living with HIV and AIDS – through 
programs on shelter, education, 
livelihoods, disaster risk reduction, 
psychosocial support, policy and 
governance.

With over 1.5m people left homeless 
as a result of the earthquake, shelter 
is a priority. Transitional shelters 
which are more secure and robust 
than tents and tarpaulins are being 
constructed.  With food, the aim is 
to move away from distributing food 
supplies to providing people with 
the means to purchase their own 
food, through cash for work and 
other livelihoods programs. In urban 
areas of Port-au-Prince, local people 
are employed to clear rubble from 
flood-prone gullies, thus reducing the 
community’s risk of flooding at the 
same time as providing families with 
an income. 

ActionAid provided life-saving food 
packages to those left homeless following 
the devastating earthquake in Haiti.  
Photo: Charles Eckert/ActionAid.
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REAL LIFE STORY 

ActionAid has been active in Malawi since 1990. We now work in 14 
districts to improve long-term access to food, water, healthcare 
and education. Financial stability has improved in recent years, with 
measures to tackle corruption being introduced, but the country 
remains one of the poorest in the world. 

Worsening droughts and floods in 
low lying Nsanje are leaving children 
hungry and are keeping them out of 
school. Many families lack access 
to sufficient land and hunger is a 
widespread problem. There is a 
need to provide a daily meal and 
fresh kitchen garden produce to 
reduce hunger and help children 
concentrate in class. Flooding  
has damaged school buildings  
and desks and books have been  
swept away, leaving pupils with  
few learning materials. Flooding  
has also contaminated water 
sources, making pupils vulnerable  
to malaria and diarrhoea.

How ActionAid is helping:

ActionAid is setting up school 
kitchen gardens in four primary 
schools in Nsanje, providing a 
regulare, fresh food supply. This 
will guarantee pupils a daily meal, 
reducing hunger and the pressure on 
families struggling to provide enough 
to eat. It will also help pupils to 
concentrate in class. 

Project aims:

•	 To ensure that 2,500 children 
receive at least one nutritious  
meal per day.

•	 Strengthen school buildings to 
withstand flooding – the wider 
community will be able to use  
the buildings as safe shelter 
during floods. 

•	 Improve safe access to school 
through restoring bridges and 
roads.

•	 Enable farmers to irrigate their 
crops using the new water source.

Educating children: 
Malawi

•	 Support river dredging and de-
silting schemes, making rivers less 
prone to flooding and protecting 
schools, villages and crops in the 
long-term.  

Maria attends Mchere Primary School in Nsanje, Malawi. It is increasingly 
difficult for her to get the education she needs. The river between her 
home and her school is now prone to severe flooding and has washed her 
family’s crops away, Often Maria goes to school hungry, with little energy to 
concentrate in class. When the rivers swells the journey to school becomes 
dangerous and Maria has to turn back. Her school is regularly flooded and 
classes are often cancelled. 

Modesta with a friend at the Nyambi Community Aids Organisation  
Photo: Cameron McNee/Mission Malawi/ActionAid.
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REAL LIFE STORY  
Supporting women entrepreneurs

ACTIONAID IS CONTINUING ITS WOMEN FOCUSED 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND EARLY RECOVERY PROJECTS 
IN GAZA FOLLOWING THE 23 DAY WAR BETWEEN ISRAEL 
AND HAMAS IN JANUARY 2009.

ActionAid Australia’s ongoing project 
in Gaza aims to improve the lives of 
women and children in communities 
of the central and northern Gaza 
strip. The projects are addressing 
issues of women’s rights and  
lost livelihoods. 

ActionAid Australia has been 
working with the communities to 
help find creative solutions to  
the psychological and social 
challenges faced by communities 
living under occupation. 

To help children traumatised by the 
war, ActionAid conducted a number 
of activities to help normalise their 
lives and provide child-friendly 
avenues for expressing themselves – 

including creative writing, traditional 
dance and drama activities. 

Microfinance is an important element 
of ActionAid’s response in Gaza. Our 
partnership with local Palestinian 
organisation the Palestinian 
Businesswomen’s Association 
(ASALA) continues to provide loans 
to women so they can begin to 
rebuild their businesses destroyed 
during the war.

Within Jabalaya camp, ASALA 
has conducted training sessions 

Rebuilding livelihoods:  
occupied Palestinian 
territories 

ActionAid 
Australia’s 
ongoing projects 
in Gaza aim to 
improve the lives
of women and 
children in 
communities of the 
central and 
northern Gaza strip.

“

“

Sumaia Rayan is a 42-year-old mother of seven. She lives with her husband 
and children in the northern area of Gaza; a village called Beit Lahia. 

Prior to the conflict in January 2009, Sumaia had built up her own successful 
chicken farming business with the assistance of a loan from ActionAid’s local 
partner ASALA. 

On 7 January 2009, Sumaia’s farm was bombed by the Israeli Air Force. This 
resulted in a loss of her chickens and damage to her farm. ASALA was quick 
to move in and assess the damage. 

ActionAid provided Sumaia with a grant of over $1,000.  Seven months after 
receiving the grant, Sumaia says the number of her egg-laying hens has 
doubled and the additional income is helping provide food, clothing and an 
education for her seven children.

“This was a blessing,” says Sumaia. “I was busy trying to survive, to take care 
of my children and pick up the pieces after the horrible war. ActionAid and 
ASALA helped me re-establish my project. I now have 2,000 egg-laying hens 
and am earning over $400 each month from selling eggs. This would not 
have been possible without ActionAid and ASALA.” 

in running a small business, selling 
goods and book keeping, to engage 
with women and teach them 
valuable skills to grow their  
small enterprises. 

ActionAid’s partnership with Creative 
Woman’s Forum provides livelihood 
support to women with experience 
in sewing and embroidery. Fabrics, 
threads and needles are distributed 
so that women can earn an income 
from producing clothing, pillows and 
other household items.  
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Campaigning is an integral part of ActionAid’s work fighting 
poverty around the world. ActionAid works in over 30 countries, 
campaigning alongside the poor and with people like you, who 
refuse to accept injustice.

ActionAid campaigns at the local, 
national and international levels to 
change policies and practices that 
prevent poor people from claiming 
their human rights. In developing 

Campaigning  
for change 
   

countries we help poor people tackle 
discrimination and protect their 
rights from violation by governments, 
corrupt officials and corporations that 
put profits before people.

Thousands of women take part in a mass rally 
in coordination with ActionAid’s HungerFREE 
campaign, Chitwan District, Nepal.  
Photo: Brian Sokol/ActionAid

We also mobilise social movements 
in rich countries like Australia to hold 
governments and corporations to 
account for how their actions affect 
the people we work with.   
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ActionAid’s work is only made 
possible through the generous 
support of our donors. Thankfully, 
ActionAid has a growing support 
base in Australia who  help us deliver 
life saving relief in emergencies, 
longer term development projects 
supporting the world’s poorest and 
most vulnerable communities, and 
campaigns that address the root 
causes of poverty and denial of 
human rights. 

Different ways of giving

ActionAid Child sponsors support 
over 300,000 children, their families 
and communities across the world.   
Sponsors receive messages from the 
child and updates on the projects 
that ActionAid is implementing in 
these communities. 

ActionAid also receives generous 
support from individuals in the 
community who wish to personally 
make a substantial difference to 
ending poverty. Such individuals are 
invited to be included in the work 
and are encouraged to visit the 
programmes they contribute to.  

Trusts and Foundations in Australia 
support ActionAid’s work in a variety 
of ways, including specific project 
funding and general appeal funding. 

ActionAid is supported by generous 
Australians that want to leave a 
lasting legacy by including ActionAid 
in their Will.

ActionAid partners with and receives 
support from like minded companies, 
who share a vision with us for a 
world without poverty.

ActionAid works in partnership 
with institutional donors including 
Australian Agency for International 
Development (AusAID) and Australian 
Department of Immigration and 
Citizenship (DIAC). 

ActionAid receives funding from 
international donors such as; 
Disasters Emergency Committee 
(DEC), United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP), International 
Organisation of Migration and the 
United States Department of State. 

All donations to ActionAid make a 
difference to our work and we are 
hugely grateful for the generous 
support we receive.   

ActionAid Australia’s work around the world is supported 
by a wide a range of donors – from individuals, companies, 
trust and foundations, to the Australian Government and 
international aid bodies.

Anjali (pictured with her goats) enjoys a 
midday-meal at school thanks to lobbying 
by organisations including ActionAid. 

Photo: Tom Pietrasik/ActionAid

Making a difference 
together

 
We believe we are 
offering people in 
Australia a chance 
to make their 
own unique 
link with the 
developing world
through child 
sponsorship.

“

“
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Front cover: Kadiatu Jalloh is very happy that her daughter will be 
able to go to the new school which is being built by ActionAid.  
Photo: Clementine Johnson/ActionAid

Back cover: Portrait of Rekha (middle) and two girls from a mixed 
tribal and dalit village.  
Photo: Liba Taylor/ActionAid

Code of Conduct 
ActionAid Australia is a signatory to the 
Australian Council for International Development 
(ACFID) Code of Conduct. More information on 
the Code is available at www.acfid.asn.au.


